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after an absence of twelve years. Subsequently to the last-
named date the trade between England and Portugal
/considerably increased, and British vessels were often to
be seen in Portuguese waters. The principal articles of
commerce were wine, osay, wax, grain, figs, raisins, honey,
cordovan, dates, salt, hides, &c.

The discovery of the islands of Porto Santo and
Madeira, in 1418-20, was the first fruit of Dom Hen-
rique's explorations. For along series of years the Prince
had, with untiring perseverance, continued to send out
annually two or three caravels along the West Coast of
Africa. Cape Non had been passed, but it was not until
1434 that an expedition, under Gil Eannes, succeeded in
doubling Cape Bojador. Further slight discoveries were
made from time to time, and about 1441 Dom Henrique,
seeing that he would have to send out many expeditions
to contend with the infidel natives of the African coast,
sent to the Pope, informing him of his proceedings, and
praying for a concession in perpetuity to the crown of
Portugal of whatever lands might be discovered beyond
Cape Bojador to the Indies inclusive, especially submitting
to His Holiness that the salvation of these people was the
principal object of his labours in that conquest. The
news of these discoveries was considered so valuable by
the Pope and the College of Cardinals that a bull was
forthwith issued in conformity with the request, and this
was subsequently confirmed by Popes Nicholas V. and
Sixtus IV. The Kegent, Dom Pedro, also granted a
charter to his brother Dom Henrique, authorizing him to
receive the entire fifth of the produce of the expeditions
appertaining to the King, and in consideration of the great
labour and expense which the Prince undertook at his
own sole charge, he issued a mandate that none should go
on these expeditions without Prince Henry's licence and
especial command.

Dom Henrique's method for Christianizing the people
of Africa was by ordering his captains to bring home some